WAC 292-100-090 1Informal settlement—Cases resolvable by stipu-
lation. (1) RCW 34.05.060 authorizes agencies to establish by rule
specific procedures for attempting and executing informal settlement
of matters. The following procedures are available for informal dis-
pute resolution that may make more elaborate proceedings under the Ad-
ministrative Procedure Act unnecessary.

(a) Any respondent may request settlement by notifying board
staff in writing.

(b) If settlement may be accomplished by negotiation, negotia-
tions shall be commenced at the earliest possible time. When board
staff and the respondent agree that some or all of the facts are un-
contested and a stipulation of the facts is reached, board staff is
responsible for providing a written description of the recommended
resolution or stipulation to the person(s) involved.

(c) If settlement of a hearing may be accomplished by informal
negotiation, negotiations may be concluded by:

(i) Stipulation of facts by the parties; or

(ii) Stipulation of facts, conclusions and penalty by the par-
ties.

(iii) A stipulated order agreed to by the parties.

(d) Board staff shall only present proposed stipulations and set-
tlements to the board which it recommends the board adopt.

(2) Any proposed stipulation shall be in writing and signed by
each party to the stipulation and his or her attorney, 1if represented.
The stipulation may be recited on the record at the hearing. The board
has the option of accepting, rejecting, or modifying the proposed
stipulation or asking for additional facts to be presented. If the
board accepts the stipulation or modifies the stipulation with the
agreement of the respondent, the board shall enter an order in con-
formity with the terms of the stipulation. If the board rejects the
stipulation or the respondent does not agree to the board's proposed
modifications to the stipulation, the normal process will continue.
The proposed stipulation and information obtained during formal set-
tlement discussions shall not be admitted into evidence at a subse-
quent public hearing. If the board requests additional facts be pre-
sented, the matter shall be referred to the board staff for further
investigation.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 42.52.360 (2) (b) . WSR 99-06-073, S
292-100-090, filed 3/2/99, effective 4/2/99. Statutory Authority:
Chapter 42.52 RCW and RCW 42.52.360 (2) (b) . WSR 96-22-028, S

292-100-090, filed 10/30/96, effective 11/30/96.]
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